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T
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n
k
y
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for
rea

din
g

W
hen

he
w
as

living
in

London,in
1891,

O
scaR

W
ilde

published
a
book

ofshortstories
titled

A
H
ouse

of
Pom

egRanates
and

dedicated
itto

his
w
ife,

C
on

stan
ce

M
aRy

W
ilde.

Th
e
book

contained
a
shortstory

ofterrible
beauty

titled

The
BiRthday

of
the

Infanta
and

itreads
as

follow
s:
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

-Forthe
future

letthose
w
ho
com

e
to
play

w
ith

m
e
have

no
hearts,-she

cried,and
she

ran
outinto

the
garden.

J
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

It
w
as
the

birthday
of

the
Infanta.

She
w
as
just

tw
elve

years
ofage,and

the
sun

w
as

shining
brightly

in
the

gardensofthe
palace.

Although
she

w
as

a
real

Princess
and

the
Infanta

ofSpain,she
had

only
one

birthday
every

year,just
like

the
children

ofquite
poor

people,
so
it
w
as
naturally

a
m
atter

ofgreat
im
portance

to
the

w
hole

country
thatshe

should
have

a
really

line
day

forthe
occasion.

And
a
really

line
day

it
certainlyw

as.The
tallstriped

tulipsstood
straight

up
upon

theirstalks,like
longrow

sofsoldiers,and
looked

defiantly
acrossthe

grassatthe
roses,and

said:
—
W
e
are

quite
assplendid

asyou
are

now
!

The
purple

butterflies
fluttered

aboutw
ith
gold

dust
on

their
w
ings,visiting

each
flow

er
in
turn;

the
little

lizards
crept

out
of
the

crevices
of
the

w
all,and

lay
basking

in
the

w
hite

glare;and
the

pom
egranates

split
and

cracked
w
ith

the
heat,

and
show

ed
their

bleeding
red

hearts.
Even

the
pale

yellow
lem

ons,thathung
in
such

profusion
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

-His
dancing

w
as
funny,-

said
the

Infanta;
-but

his
acting

is
funnier

still.
Indeed

he
is
alm

ost
as

good
as
the

puppets,only
ofcourse

notquite
so

natural.-
And

she
fluttered

her
big

fan,
and

ap-
plauded.
Butthe

little
Dw
arfneverlooked

up,and
hissobs

grew
fainterand

fainter,and
suddenly

he
gave

a
curious

gasp,and
clutched

his
side.

And
then

he
fellback

again,and
lay

quite
still.

-Thatis
capital,-said

the
Infanta,aftera

pause;
-butnow

you
m
ustdance

form
e.-

-Yes,-cried
allthe

children,-you
m
ustgetup

and
dance,foryou

are
as
cleveras

the
Barbary

apes,
and

m
uch

m
ore

ridiculous.-
Butthe

little
Dw
arfneverm

oved.
And

the
Infanta

stam
ped

herfoot,and
called

out
to
heruncle,w

ho
w
asw

alking
on
the

terrace
w
ith

the
Cham

berlain,reading
som

e
despatches

that
had

justarrived
from

M
exico

w
here

the
Holy

O
f-

fice
had

recently
been

established.
-M
y
funny

little
dw
arfissulking,-she

cried,-you
m
ustw

ake
him

up,and
tellhim

to
dance

form
e.-

Theysm
iled

ateach
other,and

sauntered
in,and

Don
Pedro

stooped
dow

n,and
slapped

the
Dw
arf

on
the

cheek
w
ith
hisem

broidered
glove.
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ily
em
broidered

w
ith

silver,
and

the
stiff

corset
studded

w
ith

row
s
offine

pearls.
Tw
o
tiny

slip-
pers

w
ith

big
pink

rosettes
peeped

out
beneath

herdress
as
she

w
alked.

Pink
and

pearlw
as
her

greatgauze
fan,and

in
herhair,w

hich
like

an
au-

reole
offaded

gold
stood

outstiffl
yround

herpale
little

face,she
had

a
beautifulw

hite
rose.

From
a

w
indow

in
the

palace
the

sad
m
elancholy

King
w
atched

them
.Behind

him
stood

his
brother,

Don
Pedro

of
Aragon,

w
hom

he
hated,

and
his

confessor,
the

Grand
Inquisitor

of
Granada,satby

his
side.

Saddereven
than

usual
w
as
the

King,
for

as
he

looked
at
the

Infanta
bow

ing
w
ith

childish
gravity

to
the

assem
bling

courtiers,orlaughing
behind

herfan
atthe

grim
Duchess

of
Albuquerque

w
ho

alw
ays

accom
-

panied
her,

he
thought

of
the

young
Q
ueen,

her
m
other,w

ho
but

a
short

tim
e
before

-so
it

seem
ed
to
him

-had
com

e
from

the
gay

country
ofFrance,and

had
w
ithered

aw
ay
in
the

som
bre

321cosm
ica.neocities.org
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m
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at
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e
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r.
It
gr
ov
el
le
d
on
th
e
gr
ou
nd
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m
w
ith
a
fa
ce
dr
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n

w
ith

pa
in
.
He

cr
ep
t
aw
ay
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es
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he

sh
ou
ld
se
e
it,

an
d
co
ve
re
d
hi
se
ye
sw
ith
hi
sh
an
ds
.H
e
cr
aw
le
d,

lik
e
so
m
e
w
ou
nd
ed

th
in
g,
in
to
th
e
sh
ad
ow
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ng
.
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ra
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m
. 32
1c
os
m
ic
a.
ne
oc
iti
es
.o
rg

35

T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

sp
le
nd
ou
r
of
th
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th
e
gr
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de

he
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m
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Sh
e
ha
d

be
en
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by
a
M
oo
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h
ph
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ia
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ho

in
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rn
fo
r
th
is
se
rv
ic
e
ha
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be
en

gr
an
te
d
hi
s

lif
e,
w
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ch

fo
r
he
re
sy
an
d
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n
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m
ag
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al

pr
ac
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es
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d
be
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ite
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m
en
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,
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e
Ho
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O
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ce
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w
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g
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er
in
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e
bl
ac
k
m
ar
bl
e
ch
ap
el
of

th
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O
nc
e
ev
er
y
m
on
th
th
e
Ki
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ra
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w
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a
m
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n
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d,
w
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t
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d
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y
he
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ca
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—
M
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m
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ra
te
ac
tio
n

of
lif
e,
an
d
se
ts
lim
its
ev
en
to
th
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a
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he
w
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e
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w
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w
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y
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y
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

w
asrepeated,and

couch
forcouch.The

sleeping
Faun

thatlay
in
the

alcove
by
the

doorw
ay
had

its
tw
in
brotherthatslum

bered,and
the

silverVenus
thatstood

in
the

sunlightheld
outherarm

s
to
a

Venusaslovely
asherself.

W
as
itEcho?

He
had

called
to
her

once
in

the
valley,and

she
had

answ
ered

him
w
ord

for
w
ord.

Could
she

m
ock

the
eye,asshe

m
ocked

the
voice?

Could
she

m
ake

a
m
im
ic
w
orld

justlike
the

realw
orld?

Could
the

shadow
ofthings

have
colour

and
life

and
m
ovem

ent?
Could

itbe
that-?

He
started,and

taking
from

hisbreastthe
beau-

tifulw
hite

rose,he
turned

round,and
kissed

it.
The

m
onsterhad

a
rose

ofitsow
n,petalforpetal

the
sam

e!Itkissed
itw

ith
like

kisses,and
pressed

itto
itsheartw

ith
horrible

gestures.
W
hen

the
truth

daw
ned

upon
him

,
he

gave
a

w
ild
cry

ofdespair,and
fellsobbing

to
the

ground.
So

it
w
as
he

w
ho

w
as
m
isshapen

and
hunch-

backed,foulto
look

atand
grotesque.He

him
self
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

kissesthe
cold

painted
face.

To-day
he

seem
ed

to
see

her
again,as

he
had

seen
herfirstatthe

Castle
ofFontainebleau,w

hen
he

w
as
but

fifteen
years

of
age,

and
she

still
younger.

They
had

been
form

ally
betrothed

on
that

occasion
by

the
PapalN

uncio
in
the

pres-
ence

ofthe
French

King
and

allthe
Court,and

he
had

returned
to
the

Escurialbearing
w
ith

him
a

little
ringlet

of
yellow

hair,
and

the
m
em
ory

of
tw
o
childish

lips
bending

dow
n
to
kiss

his
hand

as
he
stepped

into
his

carriage.
Lateron

had
fol-

low
ed
the

m
arriage,hastily

perform
ed
atBurgos,

a
sm
alltow

n
on

the
frontier

betw
een

the
tw
o

countries,and
the

grand
publicentry

into
M
adrid

w
ith

the
custom

ary
celebration

of
high

m
ass

at
the

Church
ofLa

Atocha,and
a
m
ore

than
usually

solem
n
auto-da-fe,in

w
hich

nearlythree
hundred

heretics,am
ongstw

hom
w
ere

m
any

Englishm
en,

had
been

delivered
overto

the
seculararm

to
be

burned.

Certainly
he

had
loved

her
m
adly,and

to
the

ruin,m
any

thought,of
his

country,then
at
w
ar

w
ith
England

forthe
possession

ofthe
em
pire

of
the

N
ew

W
orld.

He
had

hardly
ever

perm
itted

her
to
be

out
of
his

sight:
for

her,
he

had
for-

321cosm
ica.neocities.org
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

ba
ck
ed
,
an
d
cr
oo
ke
d-
lim
be
d,
w
ith

hu
ge

lo
lli
ng

he
ad

an
d
m
an
e
of
bl
ac
k
ha
ir.

Th
e
litt
le
Dw
ar
f

fr
ow
ne
d,
an
d
th
e
m
on
st
er
fr
ow
ne
d
al
so
.
He

la
ug
he
d,
an
d
it
la
ug
he
d
w
ith

hi
m
,
an
d
he
ld
its

ha
nd
s
to
its

sid
es
,
ju
st
as
he

hi
m
se
lf
w
as
do
-

in
g.
He

m
ad
e
it
a
m
oc
ki
ng
bo
w,
an
d
it
re
tu
rn
ed

hi
m
a
lo
w
re
ve
re
nc
e.

He
w
en
t
to
w
ar
ds
it,
an
d

it
ca
m
e
to
m
ee
t
hi
m
,c
op
yi
ng
ea
ch
st
ep
th
at
he

m
ad
e,
an
d
st
op
pi
ng
w
he
n
he
st
op
pe
d
hi
m
se
lf.
He

sh
ou
te
d
w
ith

am
us
em
en
t,
an
d
ra
n
fo
rw
ar
d,
an
d

re
ac
he
d
ou
th
is
ha
nd
,a
nd
th
e
ha
nd
of
th
e
m
on
-

st
er
to
uc
he
d
hi
s,
an
d
it
w
as
as
co
ld
as
ic
e.
He
gr
ew

af
ra
id
,a
nd
m
ov
ed
hi
sh
an
d
ac
ro
ss
,a
nd
th
e
m
on
-

st
er
's
ha
nd
fo
llo
w
ed
it
qu
ic
kl
y.
He

tr
ie
d
to
pr
es
s

on
,b
ut
so
m
et
hi
ng
sm
oo
th
an
d
ha
rd
st
op
pe
d
hi
m
.

Th
e
fa
ce
of
th
e
m
on
st
er
w
as
no
w
cl
os
e
to
hi
so
w
n,

an
d
se
em
ed
fu
ll
of
te
rr
or
.H
e
br
us
he
d
hi
sh
ai
ro
ff

hi
se
ye
s.
It
im
ita
te
d
hi
m
.H
e
st
ru
ck
at
it,
an
d
it
re
-

tu
rn
ed
bl
ow

fo
rb
lo
w
.H
e
lo
at
he
d
it,
an
d
it
m
ad
e

hi
de
ou
s
fa
ce
s
at
hi
m
.
He

dr
ew

ba
ck
,a
nd

it
re
-

tr
ea
te
d.

W
ha
ti
si
t?
He
th
ou
gh
tf
or
am

om
en
t,
an
d
lo
ok
ed

ro
un
d
at
th
e
re
st
of
th
e
ro
om
.I
tw
as
st
ra
ng
e,
bu
t

ev
er
yt
hi
ng
se
em
ed
to
ha
ve
its
do
ub
le
in
th
is
in
-

vi
sib
le
w
al
lo
fc
le
ar
w
at
er
.Y
es
,p
ic
tu
re
fo
rp
ic
tu
re
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

go
tte
n,
or
se
em
ed
to
ha
ve
fo
rg
ott
en
,a
ll
gr
av
e
af
-

fa
irs
of
St
at
e;
an
d,
w
ith
th
at
te
rr
ib
le
bl
in
dn
es
st
ha
t

pa
ss
io
n
br
in
gs
up
on
its
se
rv
an
ts
,h
e
ha
d
fa
ile
d
to

no
tic
e
th
at
th
e
el
ab
or
at
e
ce
re
m
on
ie
s
by

w
hi
ch

he
so
ug
ht
to
pl
ea
se
he
r
di
d
bu
t
ag
gr
av
at
e
th
e

st
ra
ng
e
m
al
ad
y
fr
om

w
hi
ch
sh
e
su
ffe
re
d.
W
he
n

sh
e
di
ed
he
w
as
,f
or
a
tim

e,
lik
e
on
e
be
re
ft
of
re
a-

so
n.
In
de
ed
,t
he
re
is
no
do
ub
tb
ut
th
at
he
w
ou
ld

ha
ve
fo
rm
al
ly
ab
di
ca
te
d
an
d
re
tir
ed
to
th
e
gr
ea
t

Tr
ap
pi
st
m
on
as
te
ry
at
Gr
an
ad
a,
of
w
hi
ch
he
w
as

al
re
ad
y
tit
ul
ar
Pr
io
r,
ha
d
he

no
t
be
en

af
ra
id
to

le
av
e
th
e
litt
le
In
fa
nt
a
at
th
e
m
er
cy
of
hi
sb
ro
th
er
,

w
ho
se
cr
ue
lty
,e
ve
n
in
Sp
ai
n,
w
as
no
to
rio
us
,a
nd

w
ho
w
as
su
sp
ec
te
d
by
m
an
y
of
ha
vi
ng
ca
us
ed
th
e

Q
ue
en
's
de
at
h
by

m
ea
ns
of
a
pa
ir
of
po
iso
ne
d

gl
ov
es
th
at
he
ha
d
pr
es
en
te
d
to
he
ro
n
th
e
oc
ca
-

sio
n
of
he
rv
isi
tin
g
hi
sc
as
tle
in
Ar
ag
on
.

Ev
en

aft
er
th
e
ex
pi
ra
tio
n
of
th
e
th
re
e
ye
ar
s
of

pu
bl
ic
m
ou
rn
in
g
th
at
he

ha
d
or
da
in
ed

th
ro
ug
h-

ou
th
is
w
ho
le
do
m
in
io
ns
by
ro
ya
le
di
ct
,h
e
w
ou
ld

ne
ve
rs
uff
er
hi
sm

in
ist
er
st
o
sp
ea
k
ab
ou
ta
ny
ne
w

al
lia
nc
e,
an
d
w
he
n
th
e
Em
pe
ro
r
hi
m
se
lf
se
nt
to

hi
m
,a
nd
off
er
ed
hi
m
th
e
ha
nd
of
th
e
lo
ve
ly
Ar
ch
-

du
ch
es
s
of
Bo
he
m
ia
,
hi
s
ni
ec
e,
in
m
ar
ria
ge
,
he

ba
de
th
e
am
ba
ss
ad
or
s
te
ll
th
ei
r
m
as
te
r
th
at
th
e
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

w
hite

stars,and
the

haw
thorn

itspallid
m
oonsof

beauty.
Yes:

surely
she

w
ould

com
e
ifhe

could
only

find
her!

She
w
ould

com
e
w
ith

him
to
the

fairforest,and
alldaylong

he
w
ould

dance
forher

delight.A
sm
ile
litup

hiseyesatthe
thoughtand

he
passed

into
the

nextroom
.

O
fallthe

room
s
this

w
as
the

brightestand
the

m
ost

beautiful.
The

w
alls

w
ere

covered
w
ith

a
pink-flow

ered
Lucca

dam
ask,patterned

w
ith
birds

and
dotted

w
ith

dainty
blossom

s
of
silver;

the
furniture

w
as
of
m
assive

silver,
festooned

w
ith

florid
w
reaths,and

sw
inging

Cupids;
in
front

of
the

tw
o
large

fire-placesstood
greatscreensbroi-

dered
w
ith

parrots
and

peacocks,and
the

floor,
w
hich

w
as
ofsea-green

onyx,seem
ed
to
stretch

far
aw
ay
into

the
distance.

N
or
w
as
he

alone.
Standing

underthe
shadow

ofthe
doorw

ay,atthe
extrem

e
end

of
the

room
,he

saw
a
little

figure
w
atching

him
.
His

heart
trem

bled,
a
cry

of
joy

broke
from

his
lips,and

he
m
oved

out
into

the
sunlight.Ashe

did
so,the

figure
m
oved

outalso,
and

he
saw

itplainly.

The
Infanta!

It
w
as

a
m
onster,

the
m
ost

grotesque
m
onsterhe

had
everbeheld.N

otprop-
erly

shaped,asallotherpeople
w
ere,buthunch-
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

King
of
Spain

w
as

already
w
edded

to
Sorrow,

and
that

though
she

w
as
but

a
barren

bride
he

loved
herbetterthan

Beauty;an
answ

erthatcost
his

crow
n
the

rich
provinces

ofthe
N
etherlands,

w
hich

soon
after,atthe

Em
peror'sinstigation,re-

volted
againsthim

underthe
leadership

ofsom
e

fanaticsofthe
Reform

ed
Church.

His
w
hole

m
arried

life,
w
ith

its
fierce,

fiery-coloured
joys

and
the

terrible
agony

of
its

sudden
ending,

seem
ed

to
com

e
back

to
him

to-day
as

he
w
atched

the
Infanta

playing
on
the

terrace.
She

had
all

the
Q
ueen's

pretty
petulance

of
m
anner,the

sam
e
w
ilfulw

ay
oftossing

herhead,
the

sam
e
proud

curved
beautiful

m
outh,

the
sam

e
w
onderful

sm
ile

-
vrai

sourire
de

France
indeed

-as
she

glanced
up

now
and

then
atthe

w
indow,or

stretched
out

her
little

hand
for

the
stately

Spanish
gentlem

en
to
kiss.

But
the

shrill
laughter

of
the

children
grated

on
his

ears,and
the

bright
pitiless

sunlight
m
ocked

his
sorrow,

321cosm
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

bl
ac
k
eb
on
y
ca
bi
ne
t,
in
la
id
w
ith
pl
at
es
of
iv
or
y,
on

w
hi
ch
th
e
fig
ur
es
fr
om

Ho
lb
ei
n'
s
Da
nc
e
of
De
at
h

ha
d
be
en
gr
av
ed
-b
y
th
e
ha
nd
,s
om
e
sa
id
,o
ft
ha
t

fa
m
ou
sm

as
te
rh
im
se
lf.

Bu
t
th
e
litt
le
Dw
ar
f
ca
re
d
no
th
in
g
fo
r
al
l
th
is

m
ag
ni
fic
en
ce
.
He

w
ou
ld
no
th
av
e
gi
ve
n
hi
s
ro
se

fo
r
al
lt
he

pe
ar
ls
on

th
e
ca
no
py
,
no
r
on
e
w
hi
te

pe
ta
lo
f
hi
s
ro
se
fo
r
th
e
th
ro
ne

its
el
f
W
ha
t
he

w
an
te
d
w
as
to
se
e
th
e
In
fa
nt
a
be
fo
re
sh
e
w
en
t

do
w
n
to
th
e
pa
vi
lio
n,
an
d
to
as
kh
er
to
co
m
e
aw
ay

w
ith

hi
m
w
he
n
he
ha
d
fin
ish
ed
hi
s
da
nc
e.
He
re
,

in
th
e
Pa
la
ce
,
th
e
ai
r
w
as
cl
os
e
an
d
he
av
y,
bu
t

in
th
e
fo
re
st
th
e
w
in
d
bl
ew

fr
ee
,a
nd
th
e
su
nl
ig
ht

w
ith

w
an
de
rin
g
ha
nd
s
of
go
ld
m
ov
ed
th
e
tr
em
u-

lo
us
le
av
es
as
id
e.
Th
er
e
w
er
e
flo
w
er
s,
to
o,
in
th
e

fo
re
st
,n
ot
so
sp
le
nd
id
,p
er
ha
ps
,a
st
he
flo
w
er
si
n

th
e
ga
rd
en
,b
ut
m
or
e
sw
ee
tly
sc
en
te
d
fo
ra
ll
th
at
;

hy
ac
in
th
s
in
ea
rly

sp
rin
g
th
at
flo
od
ed

w
ith

w
av
-

in
gp
ur
pl
e
th
e
co
ol
gl
en
s,
an
d
gr
as
sy
kn
ol
ls;
ye
llo
w

pr
im
ro
se
s
th
at
ne
st
le
d
in
litt
le
cl
um
ps
ro
un
d
th
e

gn
ar
le
d
ro
ot
s
of
th
e
oa
k-
tr
ee
s;
br
ig
ht
ce
la
nd
in
e,

an
d
bl
ue

sp
ee
dw
el
l,
an
d
iri
se
s
lil
ac

an
d
go
ld
.

Th
er
e
w
er
e
gr
ey
ca
tk
in
so
n
th
e
ha
ze
ls,
an
d
th
e
fo
x-

gl
ov
es
dr
oo
pe
d
w
ith

th
e
w
ei
gh
to
ft
he
ir
da
pp
le
d

be
e-
ha
un
te
d
ce
lls
.
Th
e
ch
es
tn
ut
ha
d
its
sp
ire
s
of
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

an
d
a
du
ll
od
ou
ro
fs
tr
an
ge
sp
ic
es
,s
pi
ce
ss
uc
h
as

em
ba
lm
er
su
se
,s
ee
m
ed
to
ta
in
t-
or
w
as
it
fa
nc
y?

-t
he
cl
ea
r
m
or
ni
ng
ai
r.
He

bu
rie
d
hi
s
fa
ce
in
hi
s

ha
nd
s,
an
d
w
he
n
th
e
In
fa
nt
a
lo
ok
ed

up
ag
ai
n

th
e
cu
rt
ai
ns
ha
d
be
en

dr
aw
n,
an
d
th
e
Ki
ng
ha
d

re
tir
ed
.

Sh
e
m
ad
e
a
litt
le
m
ou
e
of
di
sa
pp
oi
nt
m
en
t,
an
d

sh
ru
gg
ed

he
r
sh
ou
ld
er
s.

Su
re
ly
he

m
ig
ht
ha
ve

st
ay
ed

w
ith

he
r
on

he
r
bi
rt
hd
ay
.
W
ha
t
di
d
th
e

st
up
id
St
at
e-
aff
ai
rs
m
att
er
?
O
r
ha
d
he

go
ne

to
th
at
gl
oo
m
y
ch
ap
el
,w
he
re
th
e
ca
nd
le
s
w
er
e
al
-

w
ay
s
bu
rn
in
g,
an
d
w
he
re
sh
e
w
as
ne
ve
ra
llo
w
ed

to
en
te
r?
Ho
w
sil
ly
of
hi
m
,w
he
n
th
e
su
n
w
as
sh
in
-

in
g
so
br
ig
ht
ly,
an
d
ev
er
yb
od
y
w
as
so
ha
pp
y!
Be
-

sid
es
,h
e
w
ou
ld
m
iss
th
e
sh
am

bu
ll-
fig
ht
fo
rw
hi
ch

th
e
tr
um
pe
t
w
as
al
re
ad
y
so
un
di
ng
,t
o
sa
y
no
th
-

in
g
of
th
e
pu
pp
et
sh
ow

an
d
th
e
ot
he
rw
on
de
rf
ul

th
in
gs
.
He
r
un
cl
e
an
d
th
e
Gr
an
d
In
qu
isi
to
r
w
er
e

m
uc
h
m
or
e
se
ns
ib
le
.
Th
ey
ha
d
co
m
e
ou
to
n
th
e

te
rr
ac
e,
an
d
pa
id
he
r
ni
ce
co
m
pl
im
en
ts
.
So
sh
e

to
ss
ed
he
rp
re
tty

he
ad
,a
nd
ta
ki
ng
Do
n
Pe
dr
o
by

th
e
ha
nd
,s
he
w
al
ke
d
slo
w
ly
do
w
n
th
e
st
ep
s
to
-

w
ar
ds
a
lo
ng
pa
vi
lio
n
of
pu
rp
le
sil
k
th
at
ha
d
be
en

er
ec
te
d
at
th
e
en
d
of
th
e
ga
rd
en
,t
he
ot
he
rc
hi
l-

dr
en
fo
llo
w
in
gi
n
st
ric
to
rd
er
of
pr
ec
ed
en
ce
,t
ho
se
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

from
England

to
m
ake

arrangem
entsforthe

m
ar-

riage
of
their

Q
ueen,

then
one

of
the

Catholic
sovereigns

ofEurope,w
ith

the
Em
peror's

eldest
son.

The
hangings

w
ere

ofgiltCordovan
leather,

and
a
heavy

gilt
chandelier

w
ith

branches
for

three
hundred

w
ax
lights

hung
dow

n
from

the
black

and
w
hite

ceiling.
U
nder-neath

a
great

canopy
ofgold

cloth,on
w
hich

the
lionsand

tow
-

ersofCastile
w
ere

broidered
in
seed

pearls,stood
the

throne
itselfcovered

w
ith

a
rich

pallofblack
velvet

studded
w
ith

silver
tulips

and
elaborately

fringed
w
ith
silverand

pearls.O
n
the

second
step

ofthe
throne

w
asplaced

the
kneeling-stoolofthe

Infanta,w
ith

its
cushion

ofcloth
ofsilver

tissue,
and

below
thatagain,and

beyond
the

lim
itofthe

canopy,stood
the

chairforthe
PapalN

uncio,w
ho

alone
had

the
rightto

be
seated

in
the

King'spres-
ence

on
the

occasion
of
any

public
cerem

onial,
and

w
hose

Cardinal'shat,w
ith
itstangled

scarlet
tassels,lay

on
a
purple

tabouretin
front.

O
n
the

w
all,facing

the
throne,hung

a
life-sized

portrait
ofCharlesV

in
hunting

dress,w
ith
a
greatm

astiff
by
hisside,and

a
picture

ofPhilip
IIreceiving

the
hom

age
ofthe

N
etherlands

occupied
the

centre
ofthe

otherw
all.

Betw
een

the
w
indow

s
stood

a
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

w
ho
had

the
longestnam

esgoing
first.

A
procession

of
no-

ble
boys,

fantastically
dressed

as
toreadors,

cam
e

out
to

m
eet

her,
and

the
young

CountofTierra-N
ueva,

a
w
onderfully

hand-
som

e
lad

of
about

fourteen
years

of
age,

uncovering
his

head
w
ith

allthe
grace

ofa
born

hidalgo
and

grandee
of
Spain,led

her
solem

nly
in
to
a
little

gilt
and

ivory
chair

that
w
as
placed

on
a
raised

dais
above

the
arena.

The
children

grouped
them

selves
all

round,
fluttering

their
big

fans
and

w
hispering

to
each

other,and
Don

Pedro
and

the
Grand

Inquisitorstood
laughing

at
the

entrance.
Even

the
Duchess

-the
Cam

erera-
M
ayor

as
she

w
as
called

-
a
thin,hard-featured

w
om
an
w
ith

a
yellow

ruff
did

not
look

quite
so

bad-tem
pered

as
usual,

and
som

ething
like

a
chill

sm
ile

flitted
across

her
w
rinkled

face
and

tw
itched

herthin
bloodlesslips.

Itcertainly
w
asa

m
arvellousbullfight,and

m
uch

nicer,the
Infanta

thought,than
the

realbull-fight
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

Th
e

litt
le

Dw
ar
f

lo
ok
ed

in
w
on
de
r

al
l
ro
un
d
hi
m
,
an
d

w
as

ha
lf-
af
ra
id

to
go

on
.

Th
e
st
ra
ng
e

sil
en
t
ho
rs
em
en

th
at

ga
llo
pe
d

so
sw
ift
ly

th
ro
ug
h

th
e

lo
ng

gl
ad
es

w
ith
ou
t
m
ak
in
g
an
y
no
ise
,
se
em
ed

to
hi
m
lik
e
th
os
e
te
rr
ib
le
ph
an
to
m
s
of
w
ho
m
he

ha
d
he
ar
d
th
e
ch
ar
co
al
-b
ur
ne
rs
sp
ea
ki
ng

-
th
e

Co
m
pr
ac
ho
s,
w
ho
hu
nt
on
ly
at
ni
gh
t,
an
d
if
th
ey

m
ee
ta
m
an
,t
ur
n
hi
m
in
to
a
hi
nd
,a
nd
ch
as
e
hi
m
.

Bu
t
he

th
ou
gh
t
of
th
e
pr
ett
y
In
fa
nt
a,
an
d
to
ok

co
ur
ag
e.
He

w
an
te
d
to
fin
d
he
ra
lo
ne
,a
nd
to
te
ll

he
rt
ha
th
e
to
o
lo
ve
d
he
r.
Pe
rh
ap
ss
he
w
as
in
th
e

ro
om

be
yo
nd
.

He
ra
n
ac
ro
ss
th
e
so
ft
M
oo
ris
h
ca
rp
et
s,
an
d

op
en
ed
th
e
do
or
.
N
o!

Sh
e
w
as
no
t
he
re
ei
th
er
.

Th
e
ro
om

w
as
qu
ite
em
pt
y.

It
w
as
a
th
ro
ne
-r
oo
m
,
us
ed

fo
r
th
e
re
ce
pti
on

of
fo
re
ig
n
am
ba
ss
ad
or
s,
w
he
n
th
e
Ki
ng
,
w
hi
ch

of
la
te
ha
d
rio
t
be
en

oft
en
,
co
ns
en
te
d
to
gi
ve

th
em

a
pe
rs
on
al
au
di
en
ce
;
th
e
sa
m
e
ro
om

in
w
hi
ch
,m

an
y
ye
ar
s
be
fo
re
,e
nv
oy
s
ha
d
ap
pe
ar
ed

32
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m
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

th
at
sh
e
ha
d
be
en

br
ou
gh
t
to
se
e
at
Se
vi
lle
,o
n

th
e
oc
ca
sio
n
of
th
e
vi
sit
of
th
e
Du
ke
of
Pa
rm
a
to

he
r
fa
th
er
.
So
m
e
of
th
e
bo
ys
pr
an
ce
d
ab
ou
t
on

ric
hl
y-
ca
pa
ris
on
ed
ho
bb
y-
ho
rs
es
br
an
di
sh
in
gl
on
g

ja
ve
lin
s
w
ith

ga
y
st
re
am
er
s
of
br
ig
ht
rib
an
ds
at
-

ta
ch
ed
to
th
em
;o
th
er
sw
en
to
n
fo
ot
w
av
in
g
th
ei
r

sc
ar
le
tc
lo
ak
s
be
fo
re
th
e
bu
ll,
an
d
va
ul
tin
g
lig
ht
ly

ov
er
th
e
ba
rr
ie
rw
he
n
he
ch
ar
ge
d
th
em
;a
nd
as
fo
r

th
e
bu
ll
hi
m
se
lf
he
w
as
ju
st
lik
e
a
liv
e
bu
ll,
th
ou
gh

he
w
as
on
ly
m
ad
e
of
w
ic
ke
r-w
or
k
an
d
st
re
tc
he
d

hi
de
,
an
d
so
m
eti
m
es
in
sis
te
d
on

ru
nn
in
g
ro
un
d

th
e
ar
en
a
on
hi
sh
in
d
le
gs
,w
hi
ch
no
liv
e
bu
ll
ev
er

dr
ea
m
s
of
do
in
g.

He
m
ad
e
a
sp
le
nd
id
fig
ht
of

it
to
o,
an
d
th
e
ch
ild
re
n
go
t
so
ex
ci
te
d
th
at
th
ey

st
oo
d
up
up
on
th
e
be
nc
he
s,
an
d
w
av
ed
th
ei
rl
ac
e

ha
nd
ke
rc
hi
ef
s
an
d
cr
ie
d
ou
t:
Br
av
o
to
ro
!
Br
av
o

to
ro
!
ju
st
as
se
ns
ib
ly
as
if
th
ey
ha
d
be
en
gr
ow
n-

up
pe
op
le
.
At
la
st
,
ho
w
ev
er
,
aft
er
a
pr
ol
on
ge
d

co
m
ba
t,
du
rin
g
w
hi
ch
se
ve
ra
lo
ft
he
ho
bb
y-
ho
rs
es

w
er
e
go
re
d
th
ro
ug
h
an
d
th
ro
ug
h,
an
d
th
ei
r
rid
-

er
sd
ism

ou
nt
ed
,t
he
yo
un
g
Co
un
to
fT
ie
rr
a-
N
ue
va

br
ou
gh
tt
he
bu
llt
o
hi
sk
ne
es
,a
nd
ha
vi
ng
ob
ta
in
ed

pe
rm
iss
io
n
fr
om

th
e
In
fa
nt
a
to
gi
ve
th
e
co
up

de
gr
ac
e,
he
pl
un
ge
d
hi
sw
oo
de
n
sw
or
d
in
to
th
e
ne
ck

of
th
e
an
im
al
w
ith

su
ch
vi
ol
en
ce
th
at
th
e
he
ad
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

looked
dow

n
on
him

from
theirjasperpedestals,

w
ith
sad

blank
eyesand

strangely
sm
iling

lips.

Atthe
end

ofthe
hallhung

a
richly

em
broidered

curtain
ofblack

velvet,pow
dered

w
ith

suns
and

stars,the
King's

favourite
devices,and

broidered
on
the

colourhe
loved

best.Perhapsshe
w
ashid-

ing
behind

that?
He

w
ould

try
atany

rate.

So
he
stole

quietly
across,and

drew
itaside.N

o;
there

w
as
only

another
room

,though
a
pretti

er
room

,he
thought,than

the
one

he
had

justleft.
The

w
alls

w
ere

hung
w
ith

a
m
any-figured

green
arras

ofneedle-w
rought

tapestry
representing

a
hunt,the

w
ork

ofsom
e
Flem

ish
artists

w
ho

had
spentm

ore
than

seven
yearsin

itscom
position.It

had
once

been
the

cham
berofJean

le
Fou,ashe

w
ascalled,thatm

ad
King

w
ho
w
asso

enam
oured

ofthe
chase,thathe

had
often

tried
in
his

delir-
ium

to
m
ountthe

huge
rearinghorses,and

to
drag

dow
n
the

stag
on

w
hich

the
great

hounds
w
ere

leaping,sounding
his

hunting
horn,and

stabbing
w
ith
hisdaggeratthe

pale
flying

deer.Itw
asnow

used
as
the

council-room
,and

on
the

centre
ta-

ble
w
ere

lying
the

red
portfoliosofthe

m
inisters,

stam
ped

w
ith

the
gold

tulips
ofSpain,and

w
ith

the
arm

sand
em
blem

softhe
house

ofHapsburg.
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

cam
e
rightoff

and
disclosed

the
laughing

face
of

little
M
onsieurde

Lorraine,the
son

ofthe
French

Am
bassadoratM

adrid.

The
arena

w
as
then

cleared
am
idst

m
uch

ap-
plause,

and
the

dead
hobby-horses

dragged
solem

nly
aw
ay
by
tw
o
M
oorish

pages
in
yellow

and
black

liveries,
and

after
a
short

interlude,
during

w
hich

a
French

posture-m
asterperform

ed
upon

the
tight

rope,
som

e
Italian

puppets
ap-

peared
in
the

sem
i-classicaltragedy

of
Sophon-

isba
on
the

stage
ofa

sm
alltheatre

thathad
been

builtup
forthe

purpose.They
acted

so
w
ell,and

theirgestures
w
ere

so
extrem

ely
natural,thatat

the
close

ofthe
play

the
eyesofthe

Infanta
w
ere

quite
dim

w
ith
tears.Indeed

som
e
ofthe

children
really

cried,and
had

to
be
com

forted
w
ith
sw
eet-

m
eats,and

the
Grand

Inquisitorhim
selfw

asso
af-

fected
thathe

could
nothelp

saying
to
Don

Pedro
thatitseem

ed
to
him

intolerable
thatthingsm

ade
sim

plyoutofw
ood

and
coloured

w
ax,and

w
orked

m
echanically

by
w
ires,should

be
so
unhappy

and
m
eetw

ith
such

terrible
m
isfortunes.

An
African

juggler
follow

ed,w
ho

brought
in
a

large
flatbasketcovered

w
ith
a
red

cloth,and
hav-

ing
placed

it
in
the

centre
ofthe

arena,he
took
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

of
m
os
s
fo
r
he
r,
or
ca
rr
y
he
r
in
hi
s
ar
m
s,
fo
r
he

w
as
ve
ry
st
ro
ng
,t
ho
ug
h
he
kn
ew

th
at
he
w
as
no
t

ta
ll.

He
w
ou
ld
m
ak
e
he
r
a
ne
ck
la
ce
of
re
d
br
y-

on
y
be
rr
ie
s,
th
at
w
ou
ld
be
qu
ite
as
pr
ett
y
as
th
e

w
hi
te
be
rr
ie
s
th
at
sh
e
w
or
e
on

he
r
dr
es
s,
an
d

w
he
n
sh
e
w
as
tir
ed

of
th
em
,
sh
e
co
ul
d
th
ro
w

th
em

aw
ay
,
an
d
he

w
ou
ld
fin
d
he
r
ot
he
rs
.
He

w
ou
ld
br
in
g
he
r
ac
or
n-
cu
ps
an
d
de
w
-d
re
nc
he
d

an
em
on
es
,a
nd
tin
y
gl
ow
-w
or
m
st
o
be
st
ar
si
n
th
e

pa
le
go
ld
of
he
rh
ai
r.

Bu
t
w
he
re
w
as
sh
e?

He
as
ke
d
th
e
w
hi
te
ro
se
,

an
d
it
m
ad
e
hi
m
no

an
sw
er
.
Th
e
w
ho
le
pa
la
ce

se
em
ed

as
le
ep
,
an
d
ev
en

w
he
re
th
e
sh
utt
er
s

ha
d
no
t
be
en

cl
os
ed
,
he
av
y
cu
rt
ai
ns
ha
d
be
en

dr
aw
n
ac
ro
ss
th
e
w
in
do
w
s
to
ke
ep
ou
tt
he
gl
ar
e.

He
w
an
de
re
d
al
lr
ou
nd

lo
ok
in
g
fo
r
so
m
e
pl
ac
e

th
ro
ug
h
w
hi
ch
he
m
ig
ht
ga
in
an
en
tr
an
ce
,a
nd
at

la
st
he
ca
ug
ht
sig
ht
of
a
litt
le
pr
iv
at
e
do
or
th
at
w
as

ly
in
go
pe
n.
He
sli
pp
ed
th
ro
ug
h,
an
d
fo
un
d
hi
m
se
lf

in
a
sp
le
nd
id
ha
ll,
fa
r
m
or
e
sp
le
nd
id
,h
e
fe
ar
ed
,

th
an

th
e
fo
re
st
,
th
er
e
w
as
so
m
uc
h
m
or
e
gi
ld
-

in
g
ev
er
yw
he
re
,a
nd
ev
en
th
e
flo
or
w
as
m
ad
e
of

gr
ea
tc
ol
ou
re
d
st
on
es
,fi
tte
d
to
ge
th
er
in
to
a
so
rt

of
ge
om
et
ric
al
pa
tte
rn
.
Bu
tt
he
litt
le
In
fa
nt
a
w
as

no
tt
he
re
,o
nl
ys
om
e
w
on
de
rf
ul
w
hi
te
st
at
ue
st
ha
t
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

fr
om

hi
s
tu
rb
an

a
cu
rio
us
re
ed

pi
pe
,
an
d
bl
ew

th
ro
ug
h
it.
In
a
fe
w
m
om
en
ts
th
e
cl
ot
h
be
ga
n
to

m
ov
e,
an
d
as
th
e
pi
pe

gr
ew

sh
ril
le
r
an
d
sh
ril
le
r

tw
o
gr
ee
n
an
d
go
ld
sn
ak
es
pu
to
ut
th
ei
r
st
ra
ng
e

w
ed
ge
-s
ha
pe
d
he
ad
s
an
d
ro
se
slo
w
ly
up
,s
w
ay
-

in
g
to
an
d
fr
o
w
ith

th
e
m
us
ic
as
a
pl
an
ts
w
ay
s
in

th
e
w
at
er
.
Th
e
ch
ild
re
n,
ho
w
ev
er
,
w
er
e
ra
th
er

fr
ig
ht
en
ed
at
th
ei
rs
po
tte
d
ho
od
sa
nd
qu
ic
k
da
rt
-

in
g
to
ng
ue
s,
an
d
w
er
e
m
uc
h
m
or
e
pl
ea
se
d
w
he
n

th
e
ju
gg
le
r
m
ad
e
a
tin
y
or
an
ge
-t
re
e
gr
ow

ou
t
of

th
e
sa
nd
an
d
be
ar
pr
ett
yw
hi
te
bl
os
so
m
sa
nd
cl
us
-

te
rs
of
re
al
fr
ui
t;
an
d
w
he
n
he
to
ok
th
e
fa
n
of
th
e

litt
le
da
ug
ht
er
of
th
e
M
ar
qu
es
sd
e
La
s-
To
rr
es
,a
nd

ch
an
ge
d
it
in
to
a
bl
ue
bi
rd
th
at
fle
w
al
lr
ou
nd
th
e

pa
vi
lio
n
an
d
sa
ng
,t
he
ir
de
lig
ht
an
d
am
az
em
en
t

kn
ew

no
bo
un
ds
.

Th
e
so
le
m
n
m
in
ue
t,
to
o,
pe
rfo
rm
ed
by
th
e
da
nc
-

in
g
bo
ys
fr
om

th
e
ch
ur
ch
of
N
ue
st
ra
Se
no
ra
De
l

Pi
la
r,
w
as
ch
ar
m
in
g.

Th
e
In
fa
nt
a
ha
d
ne
ve
r
be
-

fo
re
se
en

th
is
w
on
de
rf
ul
ce
re
m
on
y
w
hi
ch
ta
ke
s

pl
ac
e
ev
er
y
ye
ar
at
M
ay
-ti
m
e
in
fr
on
to
ft
he
hi
gh

al
ta
ro
ft
he
Vi
rg
in
,a
nd
in
he
rh
on
ou
r;
an
d
in
de
ed

no
ne
of
th
e
ro
ya
lf
am
ily
of
Sp
ai
n
ha
d
en
te
re
d
th
e

gr
ea
t
ca
th
ed
ra
lo
fS
ar
ag
os
sa
sin
ce
a
m
ad
pr
ie
st
,

su
pp
os
ed
by
m
an
y
to
ha
ve
be
en
in
th
e
pa
y
of
El
iz-

12
32
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

and
they

w
ould

go
out

and
dance

together
all

the
day

long.
It
w
as
really

not
a
bit

lonely
in

the
forest.

Som
etim

es
a
Bishop

rode
through

on
his

w
hite

m
ule,

reading
out

of
a
painted

book.
Som

etim
es
in
their

green
velvet

caps,and
their

jerkins
oftanned

deerskin,the
falconers

passed
by,

w
ith

hooded
haw

ks
on

their
w
rists.

At
vin-

tage
tim

e
cam

e
the

grape-treaders,w
ith

purple
handsand

feet,w
reathed

w
ith
glossy

ivy
and

car-
rying

dripping
skins

of
w
ine;

and
the

charcoal-
burners

sat
round

their
huge

braziers
at
night,

w
atching

the
dry

logs
charring

slow
ly
in
the

fire,
and

roasting
chestnutsin

the
ashes,and

the
rob-

bers
cam

e
out

of
their

caves
and

m
ade

m
erry

w
ith

them
.
O
nce,

too,
he

had
seen

a
beauti-

fulprocession
w
inding

up
the

long
dusty

road
to

Toledo.The
m
onksw

entin
frontsinging

sw
eetly,

and
carrying

brightbanners
and

crosses
ofgold,

and
then,in

silver
arm

our,w
ith

m
atchlocks

and
pikes,cam

e
the

soldiers,and
in
theirm

idstw
alked

three
barefooted

m
en,in

strange
yellow

dresses
painted

alloverw
ith

w
onderfulfigures,and

car-
rying

lighted
candles

in
their

hands.
Certainly

there
w
as
a
great

dealto
look

at
in
the

forest,
and

w
hen

she
w
astired

he
w
ould

find
a
soft

bank
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

abeth
ofEngland,had

tried
to
adm

inister
a
poi-

soned
w
aferto

the
Prince

ofthe
Asturias.So

she
had

know
n
onlybyhearsayof“O

urLady'sDance”,
as
it
w
as
called,and

it
certainly

w
as
a
beautiful

sight.

The
boys

w
ore

old-fashioned
court

dresses
of

w
hite

vel-
vet,

and
their

curious
three-cornered

hats
w
ere

fringed
w
ith

silver
and

surm
ounted

w
ith

huge
plum

es
of

ostrich
feathers,

the
dazzling

w
hiteness

of
their

costum
es,

as
they

m
oved

about
in
the

sunlight,
being

still
m
ore

accentuated
by
theirsw

arthy
facesand

long
black

hair.
Everybody

w
as
fascinated

by
the

grave
dig-

nity
w
ith
w
hich

they
m
oved

through
the

intricate
figures

ofthe
dance,and

by
the

elaborate
grace

of
their

slow
gestures,

and
stately

bow
s,
and

w
hen

they
had

finished
their

perform
ance

and
doffed

their
great

plum
ed

hats
to
the

Infanta,
she

acknow
ledged

their
reverence

w
ith

m
uch

courtesy,and
m
ade

a
vow

thatshe
w
ould

send
a
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

th
e
ha
re
by
its
de
lic
at
e
fo
ot
pr
in
ts
,a
nd

th
e
bo
ar

by
th
e
tr
am
pl
ed
le
av
es
.
Al
lt
he

w
in
d-
da
nc
es
he

kn
ew
,t
he
m
ad
da
nc
e
in
re
d
ra
im
en
tw
ith
th
e
au
-

tu
m
n,
th
e
lig
ht
da
nc
e
in
bl
ue

sa
nd
al
s
ov
er
th
e

co
rn
,t
he
da
nc
e
w
ith
w
hi
te
sn
ow
-w
re
at
hs
in
w
in
-

te
r,
an
d
th
e
bl
os
so
m
-d
an
ce
th
ro
ug
h
th
e
or
ch
ar
ds

in
sp
rin
g.
He
kn
ew

w
he
re
th
e
w
oo
d-
pi
ge
on
sb
ui
lt

th
ei
r
ne
st
s,
an
d
on
ce
w
he
n
a
fo
w
le
r
ha
d
sn
ar
ed

th
e
pa
re
nt
bi
rd
s,
he

ha
d
br
ou
gh
t
up

th
e
yo
un
g

on
es
hi
m
se
lf,
an
d
ha
d
bu
ilt
a
litt
le
do
ve
co
te
fo
r

th
em

in
th
e
cl
eft

of
a
po
lla
rd
el
m
.
Th
ey
w
er
e

qu
ite

ta
m
e,
an
d
us
ed

to
fe
ed

ou
t
of
hi
s
ha
nd
s

ev
er
y
m
or
ni
ng
.
Sh
e
w
ou
ld
lik
e
th
em
,
an
d
th
e

ra
bb
its
th
at
sc
ur
rie
d
ab
ou
t
in
th
e
lo
ng
fe
rn
,a
nd

th
e
ja
ys
w
ith

th
ei
rs
te
el
y
fe
at
he
rs
an
d
bl
ac
k
bi
lls
,

an
d
th
e
he
dg
eh
og
s
th
at
co
ul
d
cu
rl
th
em
se
lv
es

up
in
to
pr
ic
kl
y
ba
lls
,a
nd
th
e
gr
ea
tw
ise

to
rt
oi
se
s

th
at
cr
aw
le
d
slo
w
ly
ab
ou
t,
sh
ak
in
g
th
ei
r
he
ad
s

an
d
ni
bb
lin
g
at
th
e
yo
un
g
le
av
es
.
Ye
s,
sh
e
m
us
t

ce
rt
ai
nl
y
co
m
e
to
th
e
fo
re
st
an
d
pl
ay
w
ith

hi
m
.

He
w
ou
ld
gi
ve
he
r
hi
s
ow
n
litt
le
be
d,
an
d
w
ou
ld

w
at
ch
ou
ts
id
e
th
e
w
in
do
w
til
ld
aw
n,
to
se
e
th
at

th
e
w
ild
ho
rn
ed
ca
ttl
e
di
d
no
th
ar
m
he
r,
no
rt
he

ga
un
t
w
ol
ve
s
cr
ee
p
to
o
ne
ar
th
e
hu
t.

An
d
at

da
w
n
he
w
ou
ld
ta
p
at
th
e
sh
utt
er
sa
nd
w
ak
e
he
r,
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

la
rg
e
w
ax
ca
nd
le
to
th
e
sh
rin
e
of
O
ur
La
dy
of
Pi
la
r

in
re
tu
rn
fo
rt
he
pl
ea
su
re
th
at
sh
e
ha
d
gi
ve
n
he
r.

A
tr
oo
p
of
ha
nd
so
m
e
Eg
yp
tia
ns
-a
s
th
e
gi
ps
ie
s

w
er
e
te
rm
ed
in
th
os
e
da
ys
-t
he
n
ad
va
nc
ed
in
to

th
e
ar
en
a,
an
d
sitti

ng
do
w
n
cr
os
s-
le
gs
,
in
a
ci
r-

cl
e,
be
ga
n
to
pl
ay
so
ftl
y
up
on
th
ei
rz
ith
er
s,
m
ov
-

in
g
th
ei
r
bo
di
es
to
th
e
tu
ne
,
an
d
hu
m
m
in
g,
al
-

m
os
tb
el
ow

th
ei
rb
re
at
h,
a
lo
w
dr
ea
m
y
ai
r.
W
he
n

th
ey
ca
ug
ht
sig
ht
of
Do
n
Pe
dr
o
th
ey
sc
ow
le
d
at

hi
m
,a
nd
so
m
e
of
th
em

lo
ok
ed
te
rr
ifi
ed
,f
or
on
ly

a
fe
w
w
ee
ks
be
fo
re
he

ha
d
ha
d
tw
o
of
th
ei
r

tr
ib
e
ha
ng
ed

fo
r
so
rc
er
y
in
th
e
m
ar
ke
tp
la
ce
at

Se
vi
lle
,b
ut
th
e
pr
ett
y
In
fa
nt
a
ch
ar
m
ed

th
em

as
sh
e
le
an
ed

ba
ck
pe
ep
in
g
ov
er
he
r
fa
n
w
ith

he
r

gr
ea
t
bl
ue

ey
es
,
an
d
th
ey
fe
lt
su
re
th
at
on
e
so

lo
ve
ly
as
sh
e
w
as
co
ul
d
ne
ve
rb
e
cr
ue
lt
o
an
yb
od
y.

So
th
ey
pl
ay
ed

on
ve
ry
ge
nt
ly
an
d
ju
st
to
uc
h-

in
g
th
e
co
rd
so
ft
he
zit
he
rs
w
ith
th
ei
rl
on
g
po
in
te
d

na
ils
,
an
d
th
ei
r
he
ad
s
be
ga
n
to
no
d
as
th
ou
gh

th
ey

w
er
e
fa
lli
ng

as
le
ep
.
Su
dd
en
ly,
w
ith

a
cr
y

so
sh
ril
lt
ha
t
al
lt
he

ch
ild
re
n
w
er
e
st
ar
tle
d
an
d

Do
n
Pe
dr
o'
s
ha
nd

cl
ut
ch
ed

at
th
e
ag
at
e
po
m
-

m
el
of
hi
s
da
gg
er
,
th
ey

le
ap
t
to
th
ei
r
fe
et
an
d

w
hi
rle
d
m
ad
ly
ro
un
d
th
e
en
cl
os
ur
e
be
ati
ng
th
ei
r

ta
m
bo
ur
in
es
,a
nd
ch
au
nti
ng
so
m
e
w
ild
lo
ve
-s
on
g

14
32
1c
os
m
ic
a.
ne
oc
iti
es
.o
rg



T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

hisw
ay
acrossthe

terrace
to
the

palace.
-He

should
certainly

be
keptindoorsforthe

rest
ofhisnaturallife,-they

said.-Look
athishunched

back,and
hiscrooked

legs,-and
they

began
to
tit-

ter.Butthe
little

Dw
arfknew

nothing
ofallthis.He

liked
the

birds
and

the
lizards

im
m
ensely,

and
thought

that
the

flow
ers

w
ere

the
m
ost

m
arvel-

lous
things

in
the

w
hole

w
orld,exceptofcourse

the
Infanta,butthen

she
had

given
him

the
beau-

tifulw
hite

rose,and
she

loved
him

,and
thatm

ade
a
great

difference.
How

he
w
ished

that
he

had
gone

back
w
ith

her!
She

w
ould

have
puthim

on
herrighthand,and

sm
iled

athim
,and

he
w
ould

have
neverleft

herside,butw
ould

have
m
ade

her
hisplaym

ate,and
taughtherallkindsofdelightful

tricks.
Forthough

he
had

neverbeen
in
a
palace

before,
he
knew

a
greatm

any
w
onderfulthings.He

could
m
ake

little
cages

outofrushes
forthe

grasshop-
persto

sing
in,and

fashion
the

long-jointed
bam

-
boo

into
the

pipe
thatPan

lovesto
hear.He

knew
the

cry
ofevery

bird,and
could

callthe
starlings

from
the

tree-top,or
the

heron
from

the
m
ere.

He
knew

the
trailofevery

anim
al,and

could
track
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

in
their

strange
gutturallanguage.

Then
at
an-

othersignalthey
allflung

them
selvesagain

to
the

ground
and

lay
there

quite
still,the

dullstrum
-

m
ing

of
the

zithers
being

the
only

sound
that

broke
the

silence.
After

thatthey
had

done
this

several
tim

es,
they

disappeared
for

a
m
om
ent

and
cam

e
back

leading
a
brow

n
shaggy

bearby
a

chain,and
carrying

on
theirshoulderssom

e
little

Barbary
apes.The

bearstood
upon

hishead
w
ith

the
utm

ostgravity,and
the

w
izened

apes
played

allkindsofam
usingtricksw

ith
tw
o
gipsyboysw

ho
seem

ed
to
be
theirm

asters,and
foughtw

ith
tiny

sw
ords,and

tired
off

guns,and
w
ent

t!trough
a

regularsoldier'sdrilljustlike
the

King'sow
n
body-

guard.In
factthe

gipsiesw
ere

a
greatsuccess.

Butthe
funniestpart

of
the

w
hole

m
orn-

ing's
entertainm

ent,
w
as

undoubtedly
the

dancing
of

the
little

Dw
arf.

W
hen

he
stum

bled
into

the
arena,

w
addling

on
his

crooked
legs

and
W
agging

his
huge

m
isshapen

head
from

side
to

321cosm
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

An
d,
th
ou
gh
it
so
un
ds
ab
su
rd
to
sa
y
so
,h
e
is
re
-

al
ly
no
ts
o
ug
ly
aft
er
al
l,
pr
ov
id
ed
,o
fc
ou
rs
e,
th
at

on
e
sh
ut
so
ne
's
ey
es
,a
nd
do
es
no
tl
oo
k
at
hi
m
.-

Th
e
Li
za
rd
sw
er
e
ex
tr
em
el
y
ph
ilo
so
ph
ic
al
by
na
-

tu
re
,a
nd

oft
en
sa
t
th
in
ki
ng
fo
r
ho
ur
s
an
d
ho
ur
s

to
ge
th
er
,w
he
n
th
er
e
w
as
no
th
in
g
el
se
to
do
,o
r

w
he
n
th
e
w
ea
th
er
w
as
to
o
ra
in
y
fo
r
th
em

to
go

ou
t.
Th
e
Fl
ow
er
s,
ho
w
ev
er
,w
er
e
ex
ce
ss
iv
el
y
an
-

no
ye
d
at
th
ei
r
be
ha
vi
ou
r,
an
d
at
th
e
be
ha
vi
ou
r

of
th
e
bi
rd
s.
-It
on
ly
sh
ow
s,
-t
he
y
sa
id
,-
w
ha
t
a

vu
lg
ar
isi
ng
eff
ec
tt
hi
si
nc
es
sa
nt
ru
sh
in
g
an
d
fly
in
g

ab
ou
th
as
.
W
el
l-b
re
d
pe
op
le
al
w
ay
s
st
ay
ex
ac
tly

in
th
e
sa
m
e
pl
ac
e,
as
w
e
do
.
N
o
on
e
ev
er
sa
w

us
ho
pp
in
g
up

an
d
do
w
n
th
e
w
al
ks
,o
r
ga
llo
pi
ng

m
ad
ly
th
ro
ug
h
th
e
gr
as
sa
fte
rd
ra
go
n-
fli
es
.W

he
n

w
e
do

w
an
t
ch
an
ge
of
ai
r,
w
e
se
nd

fo
r
th
e
ga
r-

de
ne
r,
an
d
he
ca
rr
ie
s
us
to
an
ot
he
r
be
d.
Th
is
is

di
gn
ifi
ed
,a
nd
as
it
sh
ou
ld
be
.B
ut
bi
rd
sa
nd
liz
ar
ds

ha
ve
no

se
ns
e
of
re
po
se
,a
nd

in
de
ed
bi
rd
s
ha
ve

no
te
ve
n
a
pe
rm
an
en
ta
dd
re
ss
.T
he
ya
re
m
er
e
va
-

gr
an
ts
lik
e
th
e
gi
ps
ie
s,
an
d
sh
ou
ld
be
tr
ea
te
d
in
ex
-

ac
tly
th
e
sa
m
e
m
an
ne
r.-
So
th
ey
pu
tt
he
ir
no
se
si
n

th
e
ai
r,
an
d
lo
ok
ed
ve
ry
ha
ug
ht
y,
an
d
w
er
e
qu
ite

de
lig
ht
ed
w
he
n
aft
er
so
m
e
tim

e
th
ey
sa
w
th
e
lit
-

tle
Dw
ar
fs
cr
am
bl
e
up
fr
om

th
e
gr
as
s,
an
d
m
ak
e
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

sid
e,
th
e
ch
ild
re
n
w
en
t
off

in
to
a
lo
ud

sh
ou
t
of

de
lig
ht
,a
nd
th
e
In
fa
nt
a
he
rs
el
fl
au
gh
ed
so
m
uc
h

th
at
th
e
Ca
m
er
er
a
w
as
ob
lig
ed
to
re
m
in
d
he
rt
ha
t

al
th
ou
gh

th
er
e
w
er
e
m
an
y
pr
ec
ed
en
ts
in
Sp
ai
n

fo
ra

Ki
ng
's
da
ug
ht
er
w
ee
pi
ng
be
fo
re
he
re
qu
al
s,

th
er
e
w
er
e
no
ne
fo
ra
Pr
in
ce
ss
of
th
e
bl
oo
d
ro
ya
l

m
ak
in
g
so

m
er
ry
be
fo
re
th
os
e
w
ho

w
er
e
he
r

in
fe
rio
rs
in
bi
rt
h.
Th
e
Dw
ar
fh
ow
ev
er
,w
as
re
al
ly

qu
ite
irr
es
isti
bl
e,
an
d
ev
en
at
th
e
Sp
an
ish

Co
ur
t,

al
w
ay
s
no
te
d
fo
r
its

cu
lti
va
te
d
pa
ss
io
n
fo
r
th
e

ho
rr
ib
le
,
so
fa
nt
as
tic
a
litt
le
m
on
st
er
ha
d
ne
ve
r

be
en
se
en
.
It
w
as
hi
s
fir
st
ap
pe
ar
an
ce
,t
oo
.
He

ha
d
be
en
di
sc
ov
er
ed
on
ly
th
e
da
y
be
fo
re
,r
un
ni
ng

w
ild

th
ro
ug
h
th
e
fo
re
st
,
by

tw
o
of
th
e
no
bl
es

w
ho
ha
pp
en
ed
to
ha
ve
be
en
hu
nti
ng
in
a
re
m
ot
e

pa
rt
of
th
e
gr
ea
tc
or
k-
w
oo
d
th
at
su
rr
ou
nd
ed
th
e

to
w
n,
an
d
ha
d
be
en

ca
rr
ie
d
off

by
th
em

to
th
e

Pa
la
ce
as
a
su
rp
ris
e
fo
r
th
e
In
fa
nt
a,
hi
s
fa
th
er
,

w
ho

w
as
a
po
or
ch
ar
co
al
-b
ur
ne
r,
be
in
g
bu
t
to
o

w
el
lp
le
as
ed

to
ge
t
rid

of
so
ug
ly
an
d
us
el
es
s
a

ch
ild
.
Pe
rh
ap
s
th
e
m
os
t
am
us
in
g
th
in
g
ab
ou
t

hi
m
w
as

hi
s
co
m
pl
et
e
un
co
ns
ci
ou
sn
es
s
of
hi
s

ow
n
gr
ot
es
qu
e
ap
pe
ar
an
ce
.
In
de
ed

he
se
em
ed

qu
ite
ha
pp
y
an
d
fu
ll
of
th
e
hi
gh
es
ts
pi
rit
s.
W
he
n

th
e
ch
ild
re
n
la
ug
he
d,
he

la
ug
he
d
as
fr
ee
ly
an
d
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

them
w
hateverpoorbreakfasthe

had.
So

they
flew

round
and

round
him

,
just

touching
his

cheek
w
ith

their
w
ings

as
they

passed,
and

chattered
to

each
other,

and
the

little
Dw
arf

w
as
so
pleased

thathe
could

nothelp
show

ing
them

the
beautiful

w
hite

rose,
and

telling
them

thatthe
Infanta

herselfhad
given

it
to
him

because
she

loved
him

.
They

did
notunderstand

a
single

w
ord

ofw
hat

he
w
as
saying,butthatm

ade
no
m
atter,forthey

put
their

heads
on

one
side,

and
looked

w
ise,

w
hich

is
quite

as
good

as
understanding

a
thing,

and
very

m
uch

easier.
The

Lizards
also

took
an
im
m
ense

fancy
to
him

,
and

w
hen

he
grew

tired
of
running

about
and

flung
him

self
dow

n
on

the
grass

to
rest,

they
played

and
rom

ped
all

over
him

,
and

tried
to

am
use

him
in
the

bestw
ay
they

could.
-Every

one
cannot

be
as
beautifulas

a
lizard,-

they
cried;

-that
w
ould

be
too

m
uch

to
expect.

22
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

as
joyously

as
any

of
them

,
and

at
the

close
of

each
dance

he
m
ade

them
each

the
funniest

of
bow

s,sm
iling

and
nodding

at
them

just
as
ifhe

w
as
really

one
of
them

selves,
and

not
a
little

m
isshapen

thing
thatN

ature,in
som

e
hum

ourous
m
ood,had

fashioned
for

others
to
m
ock

at.
As

forthe
Infanta,she

absolutely
fascinated

him
.He

could
not

keep
his

eyes
off

her,and
seem

ed
to

dance
forheralone,and

w
hen

atthe
close

ofthe
perform

ance,
rem

em
bering

how
she

had
seen

the
great

ladies
ofthe

Court
throw

bouquets
to

Caffarelli
the

fam
ous

Italian
treble,

w
hom

the
Pope

had
sent

from
his

ow
n
chapelto

M
adrid

thathe
m
ightcure

the
King's

m
elancholy

by
the

sw
eetness

ofhis
voice,she

took
out

ofher
hair

the
beautifulw

hite
rose,and

partly
fora

jestand
partly

to
tease

the
Cam

erera,
threw

it
to
him

acrossthe
arena

w
ith
hersw

eetestsm
ile,he

took
the

w
hole

m
atter

quite
seriously,

and
pressing

the
flow

erto
hisrough

coarse
lipshe

puthishand
upon

hisheart,and
sank

on
one

knee
before

her,
grinning

from
earto

ear,and
w
ith
his

little
bright

eyessparkling
w
ith
pleasure.

This
so
upsetthe

gravity
ofthe

Infanta
thatshe

kept
on

laughing
long

after
the

little
Dw
arf

had

321cosm
ica.neocities.org

17



T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

dr
en
of
Ki
ng
sw
er
e
Ki
ng
s,
an
d
th
at
th
e
ch
ild
re
n
of

ch
ar
co
al
-b
ur
ne
rs
w
er
e
ch
ar
co
al
-b
ur
ne
rs
,a
nd
th
at

it
w
as
ab
su
rd
to
pr
et
en
d
th
at
it
w
as
n'
ts
o;
a
st
at
e-

m
en
t
w
ith

w
hi
ch

th
e
Pe
ac
oc
k
en
tir
el
y
ag
re
ed
,

an
d
in
de
ed
sc
re
am
ed
ou
t,
'C
er
ta
in
ly,
ce
rt
ai
nl
y,'
in

su
ch
a
lo
ud
,h
ar
sh
vo
ic
e,
th
at
th
e
go
ld
-fi
sh
w
ho

liv
ed

in
th
e
ba
sin

of
th
e
co
ol
sp
la
sh
in
g
fo
un
ta
in

pu
t
th
ei
r
he
ad
s
ou
t
of
th
e
w
at
er
,a
nd

as
ke
d
th
e

hu
ge
st
on
e
Tr
ito
ns
w
ha
to
n
ea
rt
h
w
as
th
e
m
att
er
.

Bu
ts
om
eh
ow

th
e
Bi
rd
sl
ik
ed
hi
m
.T
he
yh
ad
se
en

hi
m
oft
en
in
th
e
fo
re
st
,d
an
ci
ng
ab
ou
tl
ik
e
an
el
f

aft
er
th
e
ed
dy
in
g
le
av
es
,o
r
cr
ou
ch
ed

up
in
th
e

ho
llo
w
of
so
m
e
ol
d
oa
k-
tr
ee
,s
ha
rin
g
hi
sn
ut
sw
ith

th
e
sq
ui
rr
el
s.
Th
ey
di
d
no
t
m
in
d
hi
s
be
in
g
ug
ly,

a
bi
t.

W
hy
,
ev
en

th
e
ni
gh
tin
ga
le
he
rs
el
f,
w
ho

sa
ng
so
sw
ee
tly
in
th
e
or
an
ge
gr
ov
es
at
ni
gh
tt
ha
t

so
m
eti
m
es
th
e
M
oo
n
le
an
ed
do
w
n
to
lis
te
n,
w
as

no
tm
uc
h
to
lo
ok
at
aft
er
al
l;
an
d,
be
sid
es
,h
e
ha
d

be
en

ki
nd

to
th
em
,a
nd

du
rin
g
th
at
te
rr
ib
ly
bi
t-

te
r
w
in
te
r,
w
he
n
th
er
e
w
er
e
no

be
rr
ie
s
on

th
e

tr
ee
s,
an
d
th
e
gr
ou
nd
w
as
as
ha
rd
as
iro
n,
an
d
th
e

w
ol
ve
s
ha
d
co
m
e
do
w
n
to
th
e
ve
ry
ga
te
s
of
th
e

ci
ty
to
lo
ok
fo
rf
oo
d,
he
ha
d
ne
ve
ro
nc
e
fo
rg
ott
en

th
em
,b
ut
ha
d
al
w
ay
s
gi
ve
n
th
em

cr
um
bs
ou
to
f

hi
s
litt
le
hu
nc
h
of
bl
ac
k
br
ea
d,
an
d
di
vi
de
d
w
ith
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T
h
e
B
iR
th

da
y
of

th
e
In
fa
n
ta

O
sc
aR

W
il
de

ru
n
ou
t
of
th
e
ar
en
a,
an
d
ex
pr
es
se
d
a
de
sir
e
to

he
r
un
cl
e
th
at
th
e
da
nc
e
sh
ou
ld
be
im
m
ed
ia
te
ly

re
pe
at
ed
.
Th
e
Ca
m
er
er
a,
ho
w
ev
er
,o
n
th
e
pl
ea

th
at
th
e
su
n
w
as
to
o
ho
t,
de
ci
de
d
th
at
it
w
ou
ld

be
be
tte
r
th
at
he
r
Hi
gh
ne
ss
sh
ou
ld
re
tu
rn
w
ith
-

ou
td
el
ay
to
th
e
Pa
la
ce
,w
he
re
a
w
on
de
rf
ul
fe
as
t

ha
d
be
en

al
re
ad
y
pr
ep
ar
ed

fo
r
he
r,
in
cl
ud
in
g
a

re
al
bi
rt
hd
ay
ca
ke
w
ith
he
ro
w
n
in
iti
al
sw
or
ke
d
al
l

ov
er
it
in
pa
in
te
d
su
ga
ra
nd
a
lo
ve
ly
sil
ve
rfl
ag
w
av
-

in
g
fr
om

th
e
to
p.
Th
e
In
fa
nt
a
ac
co
rd
in
gl
y
ro
se
up

w
ith

m
uc
h
di
gn
ity
,a
nd

ha
vi
ng
gi
ve
n
or
de
rs
th
at

th
e
litt
le
dw
ar
fw
as
to
da
nc
e
ag
ai
n
fo
r
he
r
aft
er

th
e
ho
ur
of
sie
st
a,
an
d
co
nv
ey
ed

he
r
th
an
ks
to

th
e
yo
un
g
Co
un
to
fT
ie
rr
a-
N
ue
va
fo
rh
is
ch
ar
m
in
g

re
ce
pti
on
,s
he
w
en
tb
ac
k
to
he
ra
pa
rt
m
en
ts
,t
he

ch
ild
re
n
fo
llo
w
in
g
in
th
e
sa
m
e
or
de
ri
n
w
hi
ch
th
ey

ha
d
en
te
re
d.

N
ow

w
he
n
th
e
litt
le
Dw
ar
fh
ea
rd
th
at
he
w
as
to

da
nc
e
a
se
co
nd

tim
e
be
fo
re
th
e
In
fa
nt
a,
an
d
by

he
ro
w
n
ex
pr
es
sc
om
m
an
d,
he
w
as
so
pr
ou
d
th
at

he
ra
n
ou
ti
nt
o
th
e
ga
rd
en
,k
iss
in
g
th
e
w
hi
te
ro
se

in
an
ab
su
rd
ec
st
as
y
of
pl
ea
su
re
,a
nd
m
ak
in
g
th
e

m
os
tu
nc
ou
th
an
d
cl
um
sy
ge
st
ur
es
of
de
lig
ht
.

Th
e
Fl
ow
er
sw
er
e
qu
ite
in
di
gn
an
ta
th
is
da
rin
g
to

in
tr
ud
e
in
to
th
ei
rb
ea
uti
fu
lh
om
e,
an
d
w
he
n
th
ey
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

Even
the

red
Geranium

s,
w
ho

did
not

usually
give

them
selves

airs,and
w
ere

know
n
to
have

a
greatm

any
poorrelations

them
selves,curled

up
in
disgustw

hen
they

saw
him

,and
w
hen

the
Vi-

olets
m
eekly

rem
arked

that
though

he
w
as
cer-

tainly
extrem

ely
plain,stillhe

could
not

help
it,

they
retorted

w
ith
a
good

dealofjustice
thatthat

w
ashischiefdefect,and

thatthere
w
asno

reason
w
hy
one

should
adm

ire
a
person

because
he
w
as

incurable;and,indeed,som
e
ofthe

Violetsthem
-

selves
felt

that
the

ugliness
of
the

little
Dw
arf

w
asalm

ostostentatious,and
thathe

w
ould

have
show

n
m
uch

bettertaste
ifhe

had
looked

sad,or
atleastpensive,instead

ofjum
ping

aboutm
errily,

and
throw

inghim
selfinto

such
grotesque

and
silly

atti
tudes.

Asforthe
old

Sundial,w
ho
w
asan

extrem
ely

re-
m
arkable

individual,and
had

once
told

the
tim

e
of
day

to
no

less
a
person

than
the

Em
peror

Charles
V
him

self,he
w
as
so
taken

aback
by
the

little
Dw
arf's

appearance,that
he

alm
ost

forgot
to
m
ark

tw
o
w
hole

m
inutes

w
ith

his
long

shad-
ow
y
finger,and

could
nothelp

saying
to
the

great
m
ilk-w

hite
Peacock,w

ho
w
as
sunning

herselfon
the

balustrade,thateveryone
knew

thatthe
chil-
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T
h
e
B
iRth

day
of

th
e
In
fan

ta
O
scaR

W
ilde

saw
him

capering
up

and
dow

n
the

w
alks,

and
w
aving

his
arm

s
above

his
head

in
such

a
ridicu-

lousm
anner,they

could
notrestrain

theirfeelings
any

longer.
—
He

is
really

far
too

ugly
to

be
allow

ed
to

play
in

any
place

w
here

w
e
are,

-cried
the

Tulips.
—
He

should
drink

poppy-juice,and
go
to

sleep
for

a
thousand

years,-
said

the
great

scarletLilies,and
they

grew
quite

hotand
angry.

—
He

is
a
perfecthorror!-scream

ed
the

Cactus.
-W
hy,he

is
tw
isted

and
stum

py,and
his

head
is

com
pletely

outofproportion
w
ith
hislegs.Really

he
m
akesm

e
feelprickly

allover,and
ifhe

com
es

nearm
e
Iw
illsting

him
w
ith
m
y
thorns.-

—
And

he
has

actually
got

one
of

m
y
best

bloom
s,-exclaim

ed
the

W
hite

Rose-Tree.
-Igave

it
to
the

Infanta
this

m
orning

m
yself

as
a
birth-

day
present,and

he
has

stolen
it
from

her.-And
she

called
out:-Thiefthiefthief!-atthe

top
ofher

voice.
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